ECCLESIASTES:, 
O R, 
THE PREACHER. 
AN ESSAY 


ON THE DUTIES OF A 


PUBLIC RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR; 


CIHIEFLY TAKEN FROM A 


LATIN TREATISE ON THIS SUBJECT, 


BY 


ERASMUS. 


III A 


PREFATORY ADDRESS, 
T © | 
PATRONS OF LIVINGS, &c, &e. 


TO WHICH 15 ADDED, 
THE SUBSTANCE OF A CHARGE 


TO A 


MISSIONARY. 


— — 


| LONDON, | 
PRINTED FOR MESSRS. RIVINGTON, FAULDER, 
AND GARDNER. 


J 197+ 


— — 7˙*²⅛2 —2—ä— — —— oo” ——̃ — — CCC_— HT es ———— — CR — —— — Df tc + oe oo * 0 — — — * — 


TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 
LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, 


&c. &c. &c. &c. 


MY LORD, 


Tue ſubject of the follow- 
ing pages 1s of ſuch unſpeak- 


able importance to the welfare 


of our Religion, and the eſtab- 


b liſhment 


— . rr S. — 2 — 2 


1 iv. ] 
liſhment of Divine Truth, 
that the Editor cannot enter- 
tain a doubt, that a work 
undertaken with this deſign, 
tho' it may be but imperfectly 
executed, will be favourably 


accepted by your Lordſhip. - 


THE Portrait, which he 
has now the honour to preſent 
to your Lordſhip, is only a 
Miniature Picture, taken from 
one, Which was drawn at full 


length, 


1 
length, at a very diſtant pe- 
riod of time, by the hand of 
an excellent maſter: How far 
it may have been injured by 
being reduced into a more 
convenient ſize, and in what 
reſpects, without a cloſe and 
ſervile imitation, the ſpirit of 


the original has been pre- 


ſerved, no perſon is more 


competent to judge than your 


Lordſhip. 


| 
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IT occurred, that perhaps 


it might ſerve to give the 


candidate for Holy Orders, 

[ ſome idea of the Character 
which he is about to aſſume, 

| on his appointment to his ſa- 

| cred office, and of the con- 
1 duct which he is required to 
| adopt, in the diſcharge of his 
| public duties, 

| IF the work which ſolicits 
your Lordſhip's notice, ſhould 


prove 


ou _ — — 2 1 
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prove in any degree conducive 
to the end propoſed, no greater 
ſatisfaction is deſired or can 
be received: Even the paſſi- 
bility of its producing this ef- 
fect, will induce your Lord- 
ſhip to do more than merely 
to excuſe the liberty, which, 

without a previous application, 
is here taken; it will even 
incline your Lordſhip to ho- 
nour it with your valuable 


protection, and promote its 


ſucces 


viii. 
ſueceſs, by your very deſirable 


Patronage. 


J have the honour to be, 
with the higheſt eſteem and 


reſpect, 
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My Lonp, 


YourLordfhi p's moſt obliged, 


and faithful humbleServant, 


br TAE EDITOR. 
1790. | | | 
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PREFATORY ADDREES, 


&c. &c. | 


Ar a time, when the enemies of 
Chriſtianity ſeck occaſion to raiſe 
objections, not only againſt our Re- 
ligion, but alſo againſt every inſti- 
tution belonging to it; and when 
ſo much is doing to poiſon the- 

| minds 


( x ] 
minds of the people with unrea- 
ſonable prejudices againſt the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel ; it ſeemed 
neceſſary to endeavour to ſhew, that 
the character of the perſons, acting 
agreeably to the true nature and 
dignity of their profeſſion, and con- 
ſiſtently with their ſolemn engage- 
ments, is fo far from being con- 
temptible, that it is entitled to eſ- 
teem and reſpect, for the work's 
ſake in which they are employed. 
The demand which they make of 
this kind, is perfectly conſiſtent with 
perſonal humility; it is a reſpect 


lj due to the ſtation and the character 
ii which is required, and not merely 
0 0 


= 
to the perſon that fills it ; whoſe 
duty it is, nevertheleſs, to abſtain 
from every act, whereby the order 
to which he belongs may be expoſed 
to cenſure, and to excell in thoſe 
graces and virtues, which may adorn 


and recommend both Religion and 


its miniſters. 


IF our adverſaries are found ready 
to join hand in hand, to effe& the 
ruin of Chriſtianity, how nearly 
doth it concern its guardians and 
friends, to provide, that no encou- 
ragement ſhall be given them to 
proceed in their malevolent pur- 
poſes, through the appointment of 

Al- 


E 
ill-diſpoſed, or ill qualified Clegy- 
men! What care and circumſpec- 
tion become neceſſary, that not an 
individual be admitted to that ſa- 
cred office, whoſe morals are cor- 
rupted, or whoſe mind is not pro- 
perly informed! We are fully 
ſenſible, that we are fallen into 
« Days of Rebuke and Blaſphemy;“ 
That the vigilance of our enemies 
is only to be equalled by their ma- 
lice; That they ſearch continually 
for the weakeſt part, in which their 
attacks may be made againſt Reli- 
gion with the faireſt proſpect of 
ſucceſs : Of what importance then 


is it, that the Leaders of the army 
of 


121 
of the living 60D ſhould be well 
diſciplined, and prepared to oppoſe 
their efforts with vigour and effect ! 


Of what unſpeakable conſequence 
is it, that none ſhould be- ſuffered, 


either ſurreptitiouſly to inſinuate, or 


with bold importunity to obtrude 
themſelves into a ſervice, which de- 
mands that the perſons appointed 
to it ſhould poſſeſs ſound Learning, 
pure Morals, unimpeached Integrity, 
and ſtrict Sobriety; and that none 
ſhould be permitted to become can- 


didates for this holy vocation, who 
are not able and prepared to give a 


reaſonable account of the Faith that 
is in them ! Moſt melancholy, indeed, 
| 18 
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is the proſpect, when ignorance or 
immorality is ſeen entruſted with 
the care of ſouls ! This conſidera- 
tion comes home to the boſom of 
every Patron of a Benefice in parti- 
cular; and he is required very ſeri- 
ouſly to lay to heart, the importance 
of his nomination of perſons proper 
to ſuperintend that portion of 
cur1sr's flock, for whoſe ſpiritual 
neceſſities he is authorized to pro- 
vide: No earthly conſideration 
ſhould induce him to-patronize or 
bring forward, fuch- perſons, as are 
either deſtitute of literary qualifi- 
cations, or defective in their moral 
or religious character. For what is 

this, 


35 
this, but to do that, which 60D, 
by his prophet Malachi, fo juſtly 
condemns ; to make an offenſive 
dedication to the LorD, of that 
which is lame, or maimed, or 


unclean. 


THE ſetting apart young perſons 
for the work of the miniſtry, even 
from their childhood, merely with 
a view to the emoluments annexed 
to the profeſſion, without - regard, 
as they advance towards maturity, 
either to their ability or their in- 
clination, has been the ſource of 
inexpreſſible miſchief to the cauſe 
of Religion, and of infinite diſnonour 
to 


wi. ] 

to the Church of nRIST. And 
may I not add? it has been the 
occaſion of moſt perplexing embar- 
raſſment and diſquiet to our Eccles 
ſiaſtical Governors ; who are too often 
miſerably diſtracted between their 
ſenſe of duty, and the dictates of 
compaſſion; from a laudable unwil- 
lingneſs to reject thoſe, whom yet in 
conſcience they are not juſtified in 
receiving; and who moſt reluctantly 
extinguiſh thoſe hopes, which had 
To long been entertained, of admiſſion 
to an employment, for which, how- 
ever, no due preparation has heen 


made, 


IT 


1 xVii. ] 

IT 1s an evil, which cannot be 
ſufficiently deplored, when young 
men, without learning, without pre- 
vious habits of ſtudy, without virtu- 
ous and religious principles firmly 
eſtabliſhed in their minds, and with- 
out any ſerious conſideration of the 
nature, the deſign, and the duties 
of the facerdotal office, ruſh preci- 
pitately forward for admiſſion into a 
ſituation of ſuch infinite conſe- 
quence; when perſons of light and 
trifling character are not afraid to 
engage in the moſt ſerious employ- 


ment in the world: In a work 
which not only demands the utmoſt 
exertion of our abilities, but which 


never 


L xvut. |] 


never can be accompliſhed, without 
that divine affiſtance which the mind 
muſt be previoufly diſpoſed and 


prepared to receive. 


OUR Church hath wiſely and pi- 
ouſly required us to give ourſelves 
unto prayer and humiliation, at 
thoſe ſeaſons, wherein the choice 1s 
about to be made of perſons to ſerve 
in the ſacred miniſtry of the church: 
This being the caſe, we may venture 
to obſerve, That ſuch as have never 
interceded with op, that He 
would be pleaſed to ſend able, ac- 
tive, diligent, and faithful labourers 
into His vineyard, cannot with much 


decency 


18 

decency complain either of income 
petent or immoral paſtors. We 
know, that eternal life depends, 
through the merits of jESUs 
CHRIST, on baptiſmal regeneration, 
—on a right underſtanding and a 
due obſervance of the chriſtian co- 
venant,—on a found and ſcriptural 
faith, productive of holy obedience, 
—on the conſtant performance of 
the duty of prayer,—and a regular 
ule of the appointed means of 
grace. And, inaſmuch as in many 
reſpects we offend all, on the exer- 
cile of a true and unfeigned re- 
pentance. But how are the people 
to be inſtructed on theſe great 

C points, 
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KS 
Points, if their miniſters have not 
yet learnt, what by the moſt ſolemn 
engagements they are bound to 
teach? What profit can we hope 
to ſee derived from the miniſtration 
of ſuch, as need themſelves to be 
taught, which be the firſt principles 


of the or:icles of cop ?” 


TT were devoutly to be wiſhed, as 
an eminent writer has well obſerved, 
that clergymen were bleſt with a 
ſtudious diſpoſition ; as it would 
tend in a conſiderable degree to 
make them valuable, good, and 
happy. Such a turn of mind would 
render them independent on the 


world 


11 

world and worldly converſation, 
without depriving them of the 
comforts and advantages of agree- 
able, uſeful, and reſpectable ſo- 
ciety. It would give them a love 
of retirement, and preſerve in them 
that tranquility, which is eminently 
to be found in the exerciſes of 
religion and in the ſervice of 60D. 
They would then be more indif- 
ferent to the allurements of external 
objects, and to thoſe trifles and 
improprieties, which degrade the 
man, and ſtill more the prieſt. 
The knowlege which ſtudious per- 
ſons are poſſeſſed of, is of ſuch a 
ſuperior kind, that it gives them 
C2 2 


1 
a juſt contempt for things which are 
not worth knowing ; and takes 
away all reliſh for the low amule- 
ments and pleaſures of the vulgar. 
They ſee the emptineſs and folly 
of thoſe gratifications, by which 
little minds, which know nothing, 
and idle minds that think of no- 
thing that is important, are apt to 
be engaged ; whilſt the ill- inſtructed 
and unemployed are always wan- 
dering and unſettled : For want of 
the means of obtaining ſolid neu- 
riſhment, their appetites turn to ob- 
jects which can never ſatisfy; and 
hence proceed thoſe many inventions 


for ſquandering time and thought, 
which 


1 
which generally lead to a forget- 
fulneſs of GoD and ourſelves. 


WE venture to hope, that the 
conſiderations urged in the follow- 
ing pages, will, if duly attended to, 


induce every candidate for the mi- 


niſterial office, to think ſeriouſly 


concerning. the dignity of the cha- 
racter to which he aſpires, and the 
piety, the holineſs, the prudence, 
and other virtues, in which he will 
be expected to abound : Let him 


only remember, that the ſearcher of 


hearts, who is now the witneſs,” will 


one day be the judge of his ſincerity, 
when he declared, that he was per- 
q ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, he was inwardly moved by 
the ſpirit of 60D, to take upon 
himſelf that office and miniſtry, 


to feed the flock of CHRIST, to 


promote His glory, and the benefit 
of His church. 


OF the treatiſe here preſented to 
the candidate for holy orders, 1t 15 
not too much to fay, that it con- 
tains very important inſtructions, 
conveyed 1n pleafing and perſuaſive 
terms: Of the ſtyle of Eraſmus, 
it has been well obſerved, that every 
word is a ſentence, and every ſen- 
tence a diſcourſe ; that whatever he 
fays is ſo pointed, as not to fail of 


making 


E 


making its way to the heart, if it 
is in any degree prepared to receive 
inſtruction. Under a full perſuaſion 
of the truth of this obſervation, we 
venture to recommend the following 
manual, as not unlikely to be found 
uſeful at thoſe times in particular, 
when our Eccleſiaſtical governors are 
about to ſend forth perſons to fill that 
important ſtation, wherein they will 
prove either the ornament and ſup- 
port, or the diſhonour and ruin of 
Chriſtianity, Happy will it be for 

the Chriſtian Church, when its mi- | 
niſters ſhall be found ready to pre- 
ſent themſelves with holy and hea- 
venly diſpoſitions ſor their appoint- 


ment 
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ment to a work, to which ſuch 


unſpeakable bleſſings are annexed; 


where they who themſelves are 


righteous, and by their precepts and 


example turn others to righteouſ- 


neſs, ſhall be honoured and re- 


ſpected, as burning and ſhining 
lights on the Church on earth, and 
ſhall be made partakers of everlaſt- 
ing glory in the Church triumphant 


in heaven. 


a ECCLESIASTES, 
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Page 41, line 14, for improved read implored, 
Pp age 72, line 2, for depend read depends, 
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12 word EKKAHEIA which we 
tranflate Church, is the fame with 
the latin word concio, which ſignifies 
an aſſembly of people called together 


for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing matters 


of general concern; and he that is 
appointed publicly to addreſs the 
aſſembly is called Eccigſiaſtet, an 
office of great dignity and import- 
ance among the Heathens. 

B OF 


Be 
OF theſe public ſpeakers there 
are two kinds; the one, they whoſe 
office it is to declare the laws and 
conſtitutions of government to the 
people, and inculcate their obſerv- 
ance of them ; the other, they whote 
duty it is to lay before their hearers 
the will and commands of the LorD 
and Sovereign of the world, and ex- 
hort them to obedience. The pro- 
vince of each is to promote the public 
Peace, and the welfare and happineſs 
of ſociety, both which depend on 
the eſtabliſhment of good order and 
chriſtian principles. In vain is any 
country at peace with its enemies, if 


it is in a ſtate of enmity with cop. 
IN 


1 


IN the government of the ſtate, 
the perſon inveſted with ſupreme 
authority is the King, or Chief 
Magiſtrate; and under him, Lieu- 
tenants, Ambaſſadors, and perſons 
inveſted with authority by com- 
miſſion from him. In the govern- 
ment of the church, are the Biſhops, 
and under them officers of inferior 
dignity, together with Prieſts and 
Deacons, lawfully appointed to their 
reſpective ſtations. 


TO debate on public matters they 
only, in general, come forward, who 
are choſen for that purpoſe, and who 
are endued with natural abilities, 

B 2 „ 
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and duly prepared by ſtudy and pre- 
meditation, for the taſk aſſigned to 
them; whole care it is that nothing 
eſcape them in the public aſſembly, 
injurious either to the honour of 
their Sovereign, or the intereſts of 


their country. 


TO the facred office of Preachers 
they too often aſpire, nay even bold- 
ly obtrude themſelves, who are 
young, unlearned, inexperienced, 
and unſettled in their principles ;-as 
if nothing were eaſier than to ex- 
pound the ſcriptures; and as if a 
fluency of ſpeech, and an unem- 
barrafled countenance, were alone 

ſufficient 


fs 1 


ſufficient to conſtitute a public 


teacher. This evil ariſes from not 
conſidering the dignity and difficulty 
of the office which they are defirous 
to aſſume ; which therefore, we wall, 


with God's aſſiſiſtance, endeavour 


to explain in the following treatiſe. 


MANY and various are the bleſ- 
ſings which the goodnels of 60D,ever 
attentive to our neceſſities, hath be- 
{towed upon mankind, in order to 
their eternal ſalvation ; among theſe 


none 18 more excellent, than the 


free communication of his word to 
the flock of Chriſt; nor is there 
any duty belonging to the Chriſtian 

B 3 Prieſthood 


LS 


Prieſthood more dignified, more uſe- 
ful, or more difficult, than that of 
declaring the will of 6op to the 
people, and diſtributing among 
them the treaſures of heavenly wit- 
dom. Hence 1t was, that that great- 
eſt of all Inſtructors THE SON OF 
GOD, the expreſs image of the 
Father's Perſon, who is the power 
of 60D, and the wiſdom of cop, 
thro' whom it pleaſed the Father 
to beſtow whatever good He pur- 
poſed to impart to mankind, is di- 
ſtinguiſhed by no greater appellation. 
in the ſacred writings, than that of 
A'OTOE, or THE WORD. This 
title, which is incommunicable to 

any 
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any created being, properly belongs 
to his divine nature; whereas the 
names CHRIST and JESUS, rather 
appertain to the human nature which 
he aſſumed. The name JESUS, a 
Saviour, is common to many, who 
were in ſome fort ſaviours of Gop's 
people from temporal evils; and the 
title of the Meſial, or Chriſt, the 
anointed, belongs to our Saviour as 
man; this name being given to him 
in common with Kings and Princes. 
Moreover, all that are regenerate by 
Baptiſm are called Sons of 60D, and 
if they live ſuitably to their characters, 
they are the children of 60D, not 

11 


12 1 
in name only, but in deed and in 
truth. 


II is a mark of high diſtinction to 
be called the LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD; yet this title our LoRD 
beſtows on his Apoſtles, which ho- 
nourable character alſo belongs to all 
thoſe, who, having ſucceeded to the 
deſignation of Apoſtles, faithfully 
diſcharge the duties of their im- 
portant function. There is an yet 
higher title belonging to the Prieſt, 
well inſtructed and duly exerciſed 
in the law of 6op. The friefts 
liks fireſerve knowlege ; therefore let 
the freofile feek the law at his mouth, 


for 


Lo] 


for he is the meſſenger ("Ayyno) of 
the LORD of Heft. Nay, He who 
is 60D of 60D vouchſafes to con- 


ſider them by whom his holy word 


is faithfully diſpenſed, as his chil- 
dren by adoption and grace, his 
brethren, and his friends. 


THERE are many other ho- 
nourable names, which the ſcrip- 
ture hath aſſigned to the faithful 
interpreters of the divine will, par- 
ticularly they are called Prophets, a 
title, of which we ſhall hereafter 
have occaſion more fully to ſpeak. 


THE 
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THE WORD OF GOD is a title 
appropriate only to Chriſt, who 1s 


very 60D, eternal, without beginning 
and without end, of one ſubſtance 
with the Father. 


BY this Word the Father created 
all things, and governs all things 
which he hath made : By this Word 
He reſtored the fallen race of man- 
kind: By Him He revealed Himſelf 
to the world: By Him He eſtabliſhed 
a Church : By Him He quickeneth 
the dead: By Him He diſpenſeth the 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : By Him 
He gives efficacy to the means of 
grace: and laſtly, By Him He will 

| judge 
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judge the world : Then ſhall the 
ſheep be ſeparated for ever from the 


goats, and there ſhall be a new Hea- 


ven and a new Earth, where perfect 
righteouſneſs ſhall dwell ; and all 
the company of ſaints and angels 
ſhall be ſatisfied with the ſpiritual 
ziches of the heavenly Jeruſalem. 


THIS is that incomprehenſible 
Word, the moſt Faithful interpreter 
of the mind of 60D, who 1s in every 
ſenſe of the word, Truth itſelf ; by 
this Word the Almighty Creator 
commanded the world into Being : 
By this Word, He © ſpake in divers 
manners to the prophets, and 

through 


un 
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through them to his people:” By 


4 4 


this Word He hath moſt clearly 
ſpoken to us in the Goſpel, appear- 
ing in human fleſh, ſo as not only to 
have been ſeen, but converſed with, 
as being in outward form and ſub- 


ſtance altogether like other men. 


BUT as this Word of 60D is the 
image of the Father, and of the 
ſame nature with Him in every re- 
ſpect, ſo is the gift of ſpeech the 
image or expreſſion of the human 
mind; called by the poet (Heſiod) 
the moſt excellent treaſure which 
man poſſeſſes ; and which, if it does 


not truly expreſs the ſentiments of 
the 


E 
the heart, is no more worthy of the 
name of Speech, than a maſk de- 
ſerves to be called a face; or a paint- 
ed cheek the natural colour of the 
perſon ſo painted. 


ANDas the wind blowing from an 
healthy orfroman unwholeſome quar- 
ter, carries with it the good or evil 
influence of the climate from which 
it proceeds; ſo the Speech, which pro- 
ceedeth from the heart, carries with 
it ſo much of its power and influ- 
ence, as to render the ſpeaker moſt 
uſeful or moſt pernicious to thoſe 
that hear him. 

THE 


1 

THE uſe of ſpeech is to deliver in 
words that which the mind hath con- 
ceived; and as from ſome ſprings 
waters flow, not only inſalubrious 
but poiſonous, whilſt other ſprings 
are moſt healthful and falutary to 
the body; ſo is it with reſpect to 
ſpeech, than which nothing is 
more profitable when it proceeds 
from a ſound and good heart ; no- 
thing more pernicious, when it flows 
from the fountain of a depraved 
and corrupted mind. Men fly from 
the hiſſing ſerpent, fearing the influ- 


ence even of its breath as well as 
its bite ; ſtill more the diſcourſe of 


a wicked man is to be ſhunned 
with 


innocent, holy, and pure. 


1 


with horror, who breaths forth no- 


thing but deadly poiſon from his 


unhallowed lips. 


SUCH as is the heart of man, will 
be the language which he utters ; 


he who is earthly minded ſpeaketh 


of earthly things : He who 1s car- 
nally minded ſpeaketh of carnal 
things; but he who is heavenly 
minded, 1n whole heart Chriſt dwell- 
eth by his Spirit, ſpeaketh of hea- 


venly things — his converſation is 


IN vain can the preacher hope that 
his words will have their defired ef- 
fe, 


HE o—_—_ - - —_— 
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fe&, unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt in- 
fluencing his Soul, communicates 
its power to the language which 
flows from it. He 1s aware indeed, 
that to work a reformation of the 
heart belongeth to 60D alone; yet 
doth the preacher plant and water | 


with diligence, earneſtly beſeeching 


60D to give the increaſe. 


WHOSOEVER wilhes to be well 


prepared for this important office, 
muſt be furniſhed with a thorough 
knowledge of the ſcriptures; he muſt 


be well verſed in theological writings, 
of the beſt authority: He muſt 
Have a ſound Judgment, a great 

ſhare 


1 


ſhare of common prudence, a ſtedfaſt 


firmneſs of mind, a ready elocution, 
and a facility of addreſs; but above 


all, he muſt be poſſeſſed of an heart 
pure and uncorrupt; that from this 


fountain may flow nothing which is 
not holy, and wiſe, and good. 
This purity of heart, which it muſt 
be the Preacher's endeavour, added 
to his prayer to 60D, to obtain, is 
above all things neceſſary, not only 
to enable him rightly to inſtruct his 
hearers, and to defend the truth 
againſt its adverſaries, but alſo to 
his attainment of that heavenly 
wiſdom, which it is his duty to im- 
part to others. Let him, therefore, 

C whole 


1 8 


whoſe purpoſe it is to engage in the 


work of the Miniſtry, begin be- 
times to encourage in his mind 
worthy ſentiments of the inſpired 
writings; and implore, at the hands 
of the Author and Giver of all good 
things, the blefling of a pure 
heart, and a rightly diſpoſed mind. 
And let him not doubt that his 
prayer will be accepted; for He is 


faithful that hath promiſed, ſaying, 


] will give you a new Heart, and 


a new Spirit will I put within you.” 


Ezck. 36. 26. What the prophet 
Ezekiel here calls a new heart, Da- 


vid calls a clean heart. With a view 


to his office of a Teacher, he ſays, 


« Create 


TP 
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« Create in me a clean heart, O 
60D, and renew a right ſpirit within 
me ;—then will I teach thy ways 
unto the wicked, and ſinners ſhall 
be converted unto Thee.” The 
heart being renewed, the tongue, 
(as in the caſe of the inſpired 
Apoſtles) begins © to declare the 
wonderful works of cor.” But 
he that thinks he can either obtain 
a true underſtanding of the ſcrip- 
tures, or can rightly interpret them 
to others, unleſs he 1s enlightened 
and aſſiſted by that Spirit with 
which they were written, is very 
much miſtaken, and knows nothing 
yet as he ought to know. For no 

C 2 man 
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man can either himſelf believe, or 
declare to others, that Jeſus 1s 


the LoRD, but by the Holy Ghoſk 
The ſentunents and language of the 


Apoſtles before they received the 


Holy Spirit, were ſuch, as declared 
that © they ſavoured not the things 
of 60D, but fuch as are of men ;” 
but no ſooner were their hearts re- 
newed by the Spirit from above, 
than they began to ſpeak with new 


tongues, and to utter ſentiments of 


a ſpiritual and heavenly nature. 


Hence you find that Apoſtle, who, 
truſting in himſelf, had repeatedly 


denied his Maſter, afterwards, under 
the influence of the Spirit, boldly 
preaching 


In 
preaching Chriſt crucified hefore the 
multitude; and converting thou- 
ſands to the Chriſtian Faith. He 
therefore that would be aft to teach, 


muſt himſelf be © taught of cop.” 


Great indeed 1s the reverence 
which 1s due to the faithful preach- 
ers of the goſpel ; but great alſo 
are the temptations to which they 
are expoſed. It ſucceſsful in their 
labours, they are prone to arro- 
gance and ſelf-confidence ; if un- 
ſucceſsful, they are liable to de- 
ſpondency : Againſt either of theſe 
rocks they muſt be careful that they 
ly do not ſplit. The former perhaps 
'S "706.0 is 
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is the moſt dangerous; and there- 
fore we hear the Apoſtle ſaying, 


« 60D forbid that I ſhould g/ory, 


fave in the croſs of our LoRxD Jeſus 
Chriſt.” He tells the Theflalomans, 
that he“ ſought not glory of men, 
neither of them nor any others,” 
tho' he might have claimed honour 
and reſpect as an Apoſtle of Chriſt : 
Nay, he choſe rather to be the ſer- 
vant of all, that he might gain the 


More. 


If the fortitude and magnani- 
mity of this Apoſtle in the midſt 
of trials and adverſities, dangers 


and afflictions, excite our admira- 


tion, 


us 


1 


tion, we have no leſs cauſe to ad- 
mire his humility and lowlineſs of 
heart, amidſt his ſucceſſes in the 
work of his miniſtry, and the reve- 
lations with which he was ſo ſingu- 
larly favoured. Thus aroſe from his 
being conſtantly aware (and herein 
let every miniſter of the Goſpel learn 
to imitate this Apoſtle) that he had 
the treaſure of divine Grace “in an 
earthen veſſel ;” and that the excel- 
lency of the power of his preaching 
was of 60D, and not of himſelf. 
He cannot be ſaid to have the gifts 
of the Spirit, that ſeeketh his own 
honour or advantage in the firſt 


place; and doth not labour in an 


humble 


[ 24 ] 
humble hope of that bleſſed wel- 
come, which every faithful ſervant 
of 60D ſhall receive at the laſt day, 
“Enter thou into the joy of thy 


LORD.” 


A wiſe preacher 1s prepared to 
meet, without any undue emotion, 
as well the reſentment and re- 
proaches of thoſe, who are enemies 
to the Truth, becauſe he condemns 
their practice, as the approbation 
and applauſe of thoſe, who admire 
his diſcourſes, or his manner of de- 
livering them. He is not, he ought 
not to be, indifferent how his in- 
ſtructions are received; on the con- 

trary, 


( 25 ] 
trary, it 1s his duty to take care firſt 
that his doctrines be ſtrictly true, 
and then that they be rendered as 
acceptable as may be to his hearers. 
This he only will regard, whoſe 
heart is clean, - pure from the love 
of riches, - pure from the thirſt after 
earthly glory,—pure from ambition 
and every inordinate deſire; all 
which render us unfit both to re- 
ceive and to inculcate divine know- 
lege. He muſt put his whole 
truſt in the Lob, ſo as neither to 
be afraid of the malice of evil men, 
nor the aſſaults of the Devil, nor 
even of death itſelf, if he ſhould be 
threats 


L 24 ] 
humble hope of that bleſſed wel- 


come, which every faithful ſervant 


of 60D ſhall receive at the laſt day, 
“Enter thou into the joy of thy 


LORD.” 


A wiſe preacher 1s prepared to 
meet, without any undue emotion, 
as well the reſentment and re- 
proaches of thoſe, who are enemies 
to the Truth, becauſe he condemns 
their practice, as the approbation 
and applauſe of thoſe, who admire 
his diſcourſes, or his manner of de- 
livering them. He is not, he ought 
not to be, indifferent how his in- 


ſtructions are received; on the con- 


trary, 


2 
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trary, it 15 his duty to take care firſt 
that his doctrines be ſtrictly true, 
and then that they be rendered as 
acceptable as may be to his hearers. 
This he only will regard, whoſe 
heart is clean, - pure from the love 
of riches, pure from the thirſt after 
earthly glory, pure from ambition 
and every inordinate deſire; all 
which render us unfit both to re- 
ceive and to inculcate divine know- 
lege. He muſt put his whole 
truſt in the Lox p, ſo as neither to 
be afraid of the malice of evil men, 
nor the aſſaults of the Devil, nor 
even of death itſelf, if he ſhould be 

| threat 


Wa 
_ threatened with it, in the conſcien- 


tious diſcharge of his duty. 


TH Us is a pure heart, ſtrength- 
ened by the ſpirit of grace, the ſource 
of piety and zeal, and exertion in the 
chriſtian Miniſter; who ſtrives not 
to © ſerve two maſters,” the world 
and the goſpel, which is declared to 
be impoſſible. No man that 
warreth, the Apoſtle tells us, en- 
tangleth himſelf with the affairs 
of this life, that he may pleaſe 
him who hath choſen him to be a 


foldier;' how much more then 
ought theſe ſoldiers of Chriſt, who 
are eminently ordained to © fight 

the 


1 
the good fight of Faith, and even 
to lead forth to the battle the ar- 
mies of the living op,“ to be diſen- 
gaged from luxury, and ſenſual plea- 
ſures, and to fit ſo looſe to earthly 
concerns, as not to be withdrawn by 
them, from the firſt great duties of 
a Teacher of the Goſpel! Ordinary 
Chriſtians are enliſted, at their bap- 
tiſm, to ſerve under Chriſt's banner; 
but into the hand of the miniſter of 
religion is delivered “ the ſword 
of the Spirit, which 1s the Word of 


GOD, 


IF we would give a perfect idea 


of the character which we mean 
to 


( 28 ] 
to recommend, we would deſcribe 
him as one that does not merely 
abſtain from evil ; but as one that 
c abſtains from all appearance” of 
it. One, that is ſo careful of 
his conduct, as to deſerve a good 
reſort of them that are without ; and 
even to be reſpected by thoſe, who 
cannot be prevailed with to imitate 
his virtues. After all, we are ready 
to allow, that the utmoſt purity of 
behaviour will not always ſecure him 
from the infults and reproaches of 
ungodly men: The only perſect 
Character that ever the world be- 
held, could not eſcape the calumny 
of blaſpheming Jews, „This man 
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129 } 


zs a glutton and a wine bibber, a 


deceiver of the people; a Samaritan, 
and one that hath a devil; a blaſ- 
phemer and worthy of death.” 
How then can he expect to avoid 
reproach, whoſe duty leads him to 
reprove the faults of others, whilſt 
himſelf is by no means perfect? 
But the diſciple muſt endeavour 
to be like his maſter; not only in 
purity and innocence, but alſo in 
meekneſs and patience: He was 
obedient to the will of his Father 
unto death, even the death of the 
croſs. In like manner muſt the 
Miniſter of Chriſt be obedient to 
the commands of his Lord; and 


ſtrenu- 


CI 
ſtrenuouſſy oppoſe the devices of 
Satan, who is never more buſily 
employed, than in endeavouring to 
defeat the purpoſes of thoſe, that 
are ſtriving to deſtroy his Empire, 


and to enlarge the Kingdom of 
Chriſt. But let not the diligent 


labourer be diſcouraged ; He that 
giveth the good ſeed of the word, 
will cauſe it to proſper, when care- 
fully ſown, and bring forth its fruit 
in due ſeaſon. Even the enemies of 
Chriſtianity ſhall be conſtrained. to 
glorify 60D, and confirm the truth, 
which they aimed to deſtroy. . The 
weakneſs of man ſhall be ſuperior to 


all the power of temptation, and 
the 


. 

the malice of the adverſary. He 
cannot, indeed, attain to the per- 
fection of his Maſter, but, by the help 
of divine grace, he will be enabled 
to abſtain from poſitive crimes, from 
every inſtance of wiltul diſobedi- 
ence ; theſe, he well knows, would 
not only leſſen, but deſtroy his au- 
thority, even tho” his doctrine ſhould 
be true, and his precepts good. 
For who will believe that an immo— 
ral teacher is ſincere, when he pre- 
ſcribes virtue, however plauſible may 
be the terms, however ſpecious the 
manner, in which he may recom- 


mend it? 
WE 


l 32 } 
WE have already obſerved, that 


he who would maintain the dignity 


of his character, muſt abſtain even 


from all affearance of evil. The 


enemies of our religion ſeek no- 
thing more earneſtly, than to mag- 
nify the faults, and even the infir- 
mities, of its miniſters. For this 
reaſon the preacher, when he goes 
forth into the world, cannot be too 
circumſpect, that he may not, thro' 
negligence or inadvertency, do any 
thing which may be injurious to 
the honour of his maſter, or 
the intereſts of the Goſpel. 
Such a Steward, entruſted with the 


talents of his Lord, being as free 
as 


1 1 
as poſſible from worldly cares and 
perplexities, is required to be alto- 


gether intent on improving them to 


the beſt advantage. Let him not 
be diſcouraged by the dulneſs, the 
ignorance, or even the malevolent 
perverſeneſs of his hearers. Let 
him remember the patience of his 
bleſſed Maſter, who all his life long 
e ſtretched forth his hands to a diſ- 
obedient and gainſaying people.” 
He ceaſed not to ſow the good ſeed 
which he knew would not bring 
forth good fruit in the heart of his 
hearers: He cultivated that vine- 


| yard, which he knew would bring 


forth nothing better than © wild 
D grapes.” 
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grapes.“ The ſower of the Word 
knows not what may be the event 
of his labours; the buſineſs of 
ſowing, planting, and watering is 


his: the increaſe is in the power of 


GOD ; and his reward will be pro- 


portionate not to the ſucceſs of his 


labours, but to the diligence and 
fidelity with which he hath diſ- 
charged his duty. 


IF faithfulneſs to his truſt be 
the principal thing required of an 


earthly fteward ; how much more 
fhall it be required of the ftewards 
of the myſteries of o If 1 


preach the Goſpel, ſaith St. Paul, 
1 


1 
J have no cauſe to glory; the dil- 


penſation of it is committed to me 


from above: Yea, woe is me, if I 


preach not the Goſpel.” But who 


is he that willingly diſpenſeth it ? 
He that chearfully, and earneſtly 


_ performs this duty, not with any 


proſpect of an earthly recompence, 
but from motives of pure charity 
to the ſouls of men; that he may 
either by gentle means perſuade, 
or by the terrors of the LoRDο may 
urge them to obedience, being al- 
ways more antent on his maſter's 
buſineſs than on his own, He that 
when he ſpeaketh, ſpeaketh as the 
oracles of 60D : He that when he 

D 2 miniſtreth, 
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miniſtreth, miniſtreth as of the 


ability which 60D giveth, that cop 


in all things may-be glorified thro' 
JESUS CHRIST, to whom be glory 


and power everlaſting. 


JO this fidelity, which the Gof- 
pel requires in the ſteward, muſt be 
added prudence, It 1s aſked, © who 
1s that faithful and wiſe ſteward ? 
To the ſimplicity of the dove muſt 
be added-the wiſdom of the ſerpent; 
and if he is faithful, who is diligent 
and attentive te his Lord's com- 
mands, he 1s not leſs wiſe, who looks 
carefully to the times and ſeaſons 
and circumſtances, in diſcharge of 
his 


1 | 
his duty. St. Paul himſelf obſerves,. 
« All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not expedient.” Some- 
times he aſks, „Shall I come 
unto you with a rod?“ But more 
frequently doth he addreſs himſelf 
to them © in love and in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs. To © Babes in Chnift”?” 
he gives © milk ;ſtrong meat to ſuch 
as are of full age.” To ſuch as 
reſted altogether in the ceremonies 
and works of the Moſaic law, he 
to ſtrongly recommends faith in 
CHRIST, as apparently to be indif- 
ferent about good works. But again 
when he finds them reſting in the 
privileges of baptiſm, and the out- 

D 3 ward. 
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ward profeſſion of Chriftianity, with- 


out a renewal of the heart and life, 
he earneſtly exhorts them to works 
of piety and charity; declaring, 
that amidſt all the moſt pious pre- 
tenſions, without charity we are 
nothing.” This prudence in the mi- 
miſter of 60D will prevent his © caſt- 
ing pearls before ſwine,” by injudi- 
cious and ill timed inſtructions ; 
leſt, whilſt he is intending to do the 
greateſt ſervice to religion, he in- 
jures the cauſe which he is moſt de- 


firous to ſerve, 


IT is one thing to ſpeak well; it 
is another to ſpeak to the purpoſe: 
A 


LT 
A man may deliver himſelf with 
eaſe and fluency and elegance, with- 
out ſpeaking to edification : But let 
all things be done and ſaid te the 
uſe of edification. Foy, let us con- 
ſider, how grievoufly the cauſe of 
religion 1s likely to fuffer, when per- 
ſons put themſelves forward as pub- 
lic inſtructors, who have neither age 
nor judgment, nor natural abilities, 
nor intellectual acquirements; and 
ſometimes perſons of immoral cha- 
racter; who, in ſhort, have nothing 
about them but the mere outward 
garb, without any of the qualifica- 
tions for their office. Do you won- 


der, that their hearers treat them 


i and. 
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and their diſcourſes for a time with 


contempt and ridicule; and then en- 
tirely withdraw themſelves from 
their offenſive miniſtration ? It ap- 
pears then, that, to accompliſh the 
character before us, the following 
qualifications are required : An 
heart pure from every vicious and 
irregular defire—a life not only free 
from vice, but even from the ap- 
pearance and ſuſpicion of 1t. —A 
mind firm and unſhaken againſt all 
the devices of Satan -a ſpirit full 
of a well regulated and prudent zeal 
for 60D's glory and the good of 
fouls a judgment ſo circumſpect, 
as to give no offence by the mannei 


in 


16 1 
in which the duty of inſtruction is 
performed, even in the moſt difficult 


part of it, which is, reproof. With- 


out theſe requiſites, a man may have 


a great volubility of ſpeech, .a very 


harmonious voice, a powerful utter- 
ance, a ſurprizing memory, not 
without a certain knowlege of texts 
of ſcripture, and yet be incapable 
of doing good ; he may be, perhaps, 
better qualified to do miſchief, 
Such endowments therefore as are 
above deſcribed, cannot be too de- 
voutly or too earneſtly improved. 
He will then be poor in ſpirit, and 
certainly free from vain glory; he 


will not ſeek honour from men, but 
look 


42 J 

Took forward to that reward of his 
labours, which cop hath promiſed 
him in the kingdom of Heaven : 
He will be meek under injuries; 
chearful under afflictions, full of 
confolations of the ſpirit ; hungring 
and thirſting only after righteous- 
neſs ; unmoved by outward calami- 
ties, by ſufferings, and reproaches ; 
having a full perſuaſion. that they 
will prove the means of ſeeuring 
to him a greater degree of happi- 


neſs, and a brighter crown. 


When we wifh the miniſter of 
CHRIST to confider the dignity of 
his office and character, we wiſh him. 


never 


1 


never to forget, that whatever he 
hath, is the gift of op. © The 
LORD, faith the prophet, hath given 
me the tongue of the learned, that 
I may know how to ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon to him that 1s weary.” 
This certainly was prophetically 
ſpoken of cnR1sT, but it is alſo ap- 
plicable to his faithful miniſters. 
The prophet derives his gift from 
60D; © The Loxp, ſays he, hath 
given me the tongue of the learned,” 
well inſtructed in the knowlege and 
word of 60D ; and to be applied to 
the beſt purpoſes of charity, in 
healing the broken hearted, and 
procuring reſt and comfort for the 


weary 


| 
| 
| 
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weary and heavy laden. This 
* Tongue of the learned,” will 
enable him to ſupport the weak in 
faith, to prevent the imprudent 
from falling into fin, and to reſtore 
ſuch as have been miſtaken in the 

faith, in the ſpirit of meekneſs. | 
But altho' this tongue of the learn- 
ed is the gift of 60D, it doth not 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of their early 
application to the law of 60D, who 
wiſh to enter well prepared on the 
facred function. Otherwiſe, how- 
ever they may be ſkilled in other 
parts of learning, in their diſcourſes 
on religious ſubjects, they will be 


cold, defective, and unintereſting, 
St, 


138 ] 


St. Paul reminds his beloved Ti- 
mothy, that © even from a child 
he had known the holy ſcriptures, 
which are able to make us wife 
unto ſalvation, thro? faith in jESUs 
CHRIST.” Theſe ſcriptures © given 
by inſpiration of '60D,” the Apoſtle 
tells us are © profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the 
man of Gop, the miniſter of cuRIisT 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 
unto all good works.” But one of 
the principal exhortations, which 
we would offer to the preacher, 1s, 
that he cheriſh in his breaſt a love 


for the religion which he teaches : 
The 


1 46 ] 
The heart of one that loveth, will 
not be at a loſs for language proper 
to expreſs its affection: And to his 
love of religion will of courſe be 
added, a readineſs to perform the 
duties which he preſcribes. How, 
indeed, could he recommend virtue, 
or diſſuade from vice, who is him- 
ſelf deficient in the one, and ſhame- 
fully polluted by the other? It is 
only a pure heart, and a blameleſs 
irreproachable conduct, which can 
give influence or authority to the 
teacher. Manifold are the virtues 
required to perfect the character of 


which we are ſpeaking. To great 
purity of heart, and great ſtrength 
of 


of faith, muſt be added a preemi- 
nent fervency of love both towards 


60D, and towards his neighbours : 


Therefore is the queſtion ſo repeat- 
edly propoſed “ Simon, ſon of Jonas, 
vet thou me?“ Implying, that 
without this principle of love in 
in his heart, no one is properly qua- 
lified to undertake the office of 
feeding the “ flock of CHRIST.“ 


IN Aaron the prieſt, the ſcrip- 


ture myſtically deſeribes the quali- 
lities which ought to be found in the 
chriſtian prieſt: He was joined with 
Moſes to declare the will of Go to 
the people; and to intercede with 

the 
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the LorD of Hoſts in their behalf. 
And altho Moſes was apt to teach, 
ready to exhort, endued with great 
powers of perſuaſion, one while 
ſoothing and encouraging in his 
addreſs, at another time powerful 
in his threats, to a numerous and 
ſtifi-necked multitude, yet was 
Aaron the perſon, ſolemnly conſe- 
crated and ſet apart by 60D for this 
purpoſe, of whom it was ſaid, He 
| ſhall be thy ſpokeſman unto the 
people ; and he ſhall be to thee 
inſtead of a mouth, and thou ſhalt 
be to him inſtead of op. And 
thou ſhalt put upon Aaron the 


holy garments, and anoint him, and 
ſanctify 


( 49 ] 
ſanctify him, that he may miniſter 
unto me into the prieſt's office.“ 
His outward ornaments were de- 
ſigned to be ſignificant of inward 


purity; and all the circumſtances 


belonging to his character and 


perſon bear a figurative inter- 
pretation, and a ſpiritual mean- 
ing. They are intended to teach 
the miniſter of CHRIST, that he 
muſt labour to ſurpaſs others in the 
excellencies of the mind, in purity 
of heart, in ſanctity of manners, 
in knowlege, in wiſdom, and above 
all, in eloquence, worthy of thoſe 
holy myſteries, in the celebration 
of which he is to be employed. 

oh Under 
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50 
Under the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 


external decorations are not required, 


to dazzle the eyes of the ignorant, 
but rather thoſe inward virtues and 
exdcellencies which may inſpire them 


with reverence, and make them in 


love with religion. 


TWO things are eſpecially neceſ- 
fary to ſecure the purity and inno- 
cence of the ſacerdotal character; 
Theſe are, Firſt, the fear and love of 
the great Shepherd, from whom his 
care of the flock committed to his 
charge is derived. And ſecondly, an 
habitual temperance and ſobriety, 
which is always favourable and 
friendly 


„ 
friendly to watchfulneſs and prayer; 


„Let us, faith the Apoſtle, who are 
of the day, be ſober, having our loins 


girt about with truth, &c. &c." 


If then, by the figurative dreſs of 
| the prieſt under the law, the utmoſt 

holineſs of heart and life was ſigni- 

fied, if the ſplendour of gold, and 
i the profuſion of jewels were intended 
- myſtically to repreſent the reſplen- 
dent virtues with which the mind 
of of him that wore them was to be 
is MW adorned, we cannot ſuppoſe that 
is I graces and virtues leſs eminent are 
in expected in the character of a 
y, | preacher of the goſpel : Since pro- 


portionate to the importance of the 
E 2 function, 
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1 52 J 
function, ought to be the perfection 


of him that miniſtereth in holy 
things. The office of the levitical 
prieſt was to preſide over the typical 
ſacrifices of beaſts; the chriſtian 
miniſter officiates in a ſpiritual ſer- 
vice, preſenting to '60D a lively re- 
preſentation of that heavenly ſacri- 
fice once offered on the altar of the 
croſs, for the fins of the whole 
world. In the Jewiſh prieſthood 
ſuch a ſtrict regard to the duties 
of that office was required, that the 
two ſons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihn, 
for offering ſtrange fire before the 


LORD, which he commanded them 


not, were devoured by fire, and died 
before 


1 


before the LoRD. How great then 
is the danger incurred by them, 
who do not faithfully miniſter in 
thoſe ſervices, which are altogether 
holy, and ſpiritual in their nature, 
and whole only object is to promote 
the glory of 60D, and the eternal 
happineſs of mankind in a future 
ſtate, thro' faith in JEsUs CHRIST | 
Let ſuch be told, that in proportion 
to the honour which 1s due to the 
upright adminiſtration of the pneſtly 
office, will be the puniſhment of 
thoſe, who are negligent and faith- 
leſs in the performance of their 
duty. 

E 3 BUT 


1 
1 | BUT here, perhaps, it may be 
1 objected, that if fuch be the diffi- 
culty and the danger of the chriſtian 


prieſthood, it were better and ſafer 
not to engage in it at all: I anſwer, 
that I ſhould think ſo, if we were 
it left alone and unaſſiſted. But He 
whoſe providence hath appointed 
it men to this ſervice, will, if they aſk 


it in humble prayer, ſupply them 
with ſtrength for the performance 
of their duty. He will not, indeed, 
as in the infant-ſtate of the church, 
pour forth upon them miracu- 
tous gifts; but He will diſpenſe 
his grace in ſuch a manner, that His 
ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in 

his 


L 55 ] 

his ſervant's weakneſs. The power 
which he beſtoweth is his own free 
gift, that we may not arrogate any 
thing to ourſelves; leſt, being puffed 
up with pride, we fall into the ſnare 
of the Devil. He doth not be- 
ſtow it on the indolent, the negli- 
gent, or the indifferent, but on 
thoſe who aſk in faith, and conform 
themſelves as much as poſſible to 
the will of Gop. The Pſalmiſt 
prays to 60D to © create in him a 
clean heart ;'” The Prophet Eze- 
kiel faith, © make ye a clean heart 
and a new ſpirit :” and Solomon 
ſays, *the preparation of the heart 

belongeth 


belongeth to“ man, and the anſwer 
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of the tongue is of the Lorp.” 
In theſe paſſages the co-operation 
of man with cop is evidently im- 
plied. Moſt certainly © every good 
gift, and every perfect gift, cometh 


from above, from the father of 


lights ;” but le is ſaid to make to 
himſelf a new heart, that accepts 
the offers of grace, which are 
made to him for his benefit. And 
of ſuch importance are our own 
endeavours and exertions, how inſig- 
nificant ſoever of themſelves, that 


unleſs they are made uſe of in the 


work 


* In the original it is DN TAD 
| + # Prov. xvi. 1. 


1 


work of our ſalvation, in vain muſt 


we hope for the divine aſſiſtance; 
and the whole misfortune of our 


miſcarriage in that moſt important 


concern, will be imputable to our 


own indolence, who have not been 


workers together with 60D.” 


WHEN the rorD commanded 
the Jews to attack their enemies, 
with a promiſe of victory, they armed 
themſelves with equal care, and made 
equal proviſion to inſure ſucceſs ; 
as if no ſuch promiſe had been made 


to them; neither diſtruſting the 


truth of 60D, nor reſting their hope 


of victory altogether in themſelves : 
only 


3 aL ah t 
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1 
only careful not to become, thro? 
their own neglect, unworthy of the 
divine favour and protection. In 
like manner, we muſt not wait in 
an idle expectation, that the grace of 
GOD will deſcend upon us, while we 
are in a ſtate of quietiſm. We have 
no cauſe to fear that our exertions 
will leſſen the energy of the Spirit, if 
we are not too confident in ourſelves. 
The aid of 60D, vouchſafed to us, 
ſo far from hindering us in the exer- 
ciſe of our powers and talents, whe- 
ther natural or acquired, will only 
ſerve to ſtrengthen and improve 
them : If He finds in us an healthy 


body, a pleaſing utterance, an happy 
articulation, 


1 59 J 
articulation, a quick underſtanding, 
a retentive memory; if He finds na- 
tural endowments, improved by the 
art of reaſoning, the rules of rhetoric, 
or by the purſuits of philoſophy, the 
holy Spirit will turn them all to 
the further advancement of religion, 
and to the increaſe of 60D's glory. 
The great abilities of the Apoſtle, 
St. Paul, improved by ſtudy at the 
feet of Gamaliel, his zealous ſpirit, 
and his readineſs of ſpeech, when 
turned to the benefit of chriſtianity, 
only ſerved to render him, who had 
once been a formidable adverſary to 
the truth, a more prompt inftrument 


in the hand of 60D, and a more emi- 
nent 
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nent bleſſing to theworld. It 1s there- 
fore the duty of parents and precep- 
tors to prepare ſuch as are deſtined for 
the miniſtry, even from their tender 
years, for the reception of divine 
grace; inſtructing them chiefly in 
thoſe things, which may beſt fit 
them for their great work: Remem- 
bring that juſt and well known ob- 
ſervation, that they are not to be 
accounted really well taught, whoſe 
knowlege is moſt extenſive and dif- 
fuſed; but they, who have learned 
what is moſt neceſſary and moſt uſeful. 
It is but a poor recommendation 
of a miniſter of the Goſpel, that 
he hath ſpent the greateſt part of 

his 


t 6a] 


his time 1n thoſe ſtudies, which add 
nothing to his ſtock of Theological 
knowlege ; having applied his mind 
chiefly to thoſe reſearches, which 
have no relation to the office which 
he is about to aſſume. We know 
that a different mode of educa- 
tion is pointed out and cholen for 
every different profeſſion, and that 
they are ſure to render themſelves 
ridiculous, who put themſelves for- 
ward to undertake what they are 
utterly unable, from previous edu- 
cation, to perform. Will he who ne- 
ver ſaw the ſea, undertake or venture 
to ſteer a veſſel into its harbour? Or, 
will he, whoſe whole life has been de- 

dicated 


WE 


dicated to maritime affairs, preſume 
to give directions in the buſineſs of 
agriculture ? How particularly ne- 
ceflary then is this diſcrimination 
in the previous inſtitution of thoſe 
intended for the miniſtry ! that none 
may be admitted to it, but ſuch as 
being pure in their morals, are alſo 
of competent learning, ſtedfaſt in 
faith, and fervent in charity, and 
called by the Spirit to their ſacred 
office. Without this, what wonder 
is it, if we ſee men, who have ſo 

few qualifications for this moſt im- 
portant work, truſting to certain 
ſpecious endowments of nature, un- 

improved by application, with moſt 

inexcuſable 


1 
inexcuſable effrontery, delivering the 
dictates of a wild imagination, in- 
ſtead of the ſober and wiſe precepts 
of the Goſpel ; directing their diſ- 
courſes, not to the purpoſe of edi- 
fying, but to that of vain glory and 
human applauſe : never once con- 
ſidering, that the character of a 
miniſter of R Is r is moſt honour- 
able in itſelf, and cannot, without 
great guilt and impiety, be rendered 


mean and contemptible. 


NEXT to the Deity himſelf, the 
moſt venerable, the moſt holy, the 
moſt worthy of all poſſible reſpect, 


is the WORD OF GOD, the 
canonical 
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canonical Scripture. But as 60D 
complains, that, thro' the immorality 
of its profeflors, © His name is 
blaſphemed among the Gentiles,” fo 
might He with ftill greater cauſe 
complain, if the miniſtry of the Goſ- 
pel ſhould be rendered ineffectual, 
through the unworthineſs of thoſe 
that preach it. The improper 
conduct of an Ambaſſador reflects 
diſhonour on his Royal Maſter ; 
carry this idea to the Ambaſſador 
of CHRIST, and you will acknow- 
lege the far greater diſhonour done 
to his heavenly Sovereign by his 
miſconduct. The Prince from 


whom he is ſent, is the LoRD and 
Monarch 
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Monarch of the univerſe : The cre- 
dentials, which bs brings, are the moſt 
important, that can be conceived : 
His errand 1s to beſeech thoſe for 
whom CHR1sT died, to be reconciled 
to 60D ; to declare to them, that, on 
their true repentance, all their fins 

ſhall be forgiven them; to inyite them 
to partake of the inheritance of eter- 
nal glory with eHRIST; to ſhew them 
the neceſſity of being raiſed from the 
death of fin, unto a life of righteouſ- 
neſs, and of walking henceforth in 
newneſs of life. Can any one then in- 
veſted with an office of ſuch dignity 
and importance, be too circumſpect 


in his conduct, that he may diſcharge 
F his 


< 


W 
* 
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his truſt with fidelity; and do nothing 
whereby he may incur the diſpleaſure 
of Him by whom he 1s appointed ? 
Will he not rather do every thing 
in his power to render his function 
honourable and worthy of reſpect ? 
St. Paul tells us, that tho' lowly in 
his own eyes, he magnified his office ; 
eſteeming 1t the moſt ſignal honour 
of his life to be employed in it, if 
by any means he could excite to a 
laudable emulation, his brethren ac- 
cording to the fleſh, and might at 
leaſt ſave ſome of them. To this 
bright example let the chriſtian 


preacher endeavour with all his 


might to conform himſelf ; and with 
theſe 


ys 


_ 


MS 


theſe ſentiments let every one be 
educated and brought up, who 1s 
deſtined to this very important 
ſtation. We are well aware, that no 
one ought to take this function upon 
himfelf, but he- that is called of 
GOD, as was Aaron; and appointed 
to it by an outward defignation, 
and the laying on of hands: We 
know alſo, that it is of great im- 
portance that this honour be not 


ſolicited or ſought, from earthly in- 


tereſted motives, but from an earn- 


eſt and commendable deſire to do 
good. And that it is one thing to 
enter upon the miniſterial office, 


with a due preparation of mind, 


F 2 and 
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i} and another to ruſh into it raſhly 
| 


and preſumptuouſly without any le- 


* gal appointment. To deſire to be 
an overſeer of a portion of HRIST's 


flock, is to defire to be engaged in 


| a great and good work; and ſuch a 
| ö with is to be applauded and encou- 
| N raged: but then let the qualifica- 
| j tions requiſite for the work accompa- 
[ | ny this defire ; and let not too much 
| q ardour overleap the bounds of good 
| y order, decency, and difcretion. He 
| j that hath mortified the fleſh with 
| j | its affections and luſts, and by di- 


ligent ſtudy hath furniſhed his mind 
with ſound learning and religious 


wiſdom, ſo that he may be able tc 


| | declare 
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declare the truths of the Goſpel 
to the people, without danger of re- 
proach, — ſuch an one may truly be 
ſaid to defire not only a good work, 
but the beſt of all works, moſt ac- 
ceptable to 60D, but moſt arduous 
in itſelf. Arduous, becauſe of the 


oppoſition which it is ſure to meet 


with from worldly men; who are to 


be withſtood, and with Gop's af- 
ſiſtance, will be finally overcome, 
not by ſeverity, but by meekneſs; 
not by violence, but perſuaſion ; 
not by threats, but by arguments; 
and above all, by an humble appli- 
cation to Heaven, in all the fer- 
vency of prayer, in their behalf. 

F 3 AND 
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AND as it is the duty of mini- 
ſters to be earneſt in their ſuppli- 


cation for the people, ſo it is not leſs 
neceſſary, that the people ſhould 
devoutly implore the bleſſing of 
GOD on thoſe that are, and are about 
to be, appointed to this great work; 
that He would be pleaſed to give 
them holy and heavenly diſpoſitions; 
and that he would not ſend them, 
as a puniſhment for their ſins, either 
ignorant or idle ſhepherds ; but 
paſtors well inſtructed, and furniſhed 
with ſufficient ahility to execute 
their office wiſely, conſcientiouſly, 
and faithfully ; with minds free 
from worldly cares, and intent on 
« doing 


of 


doing the work of an Evangeliſt,” 
with a ſingle regard to His glory, 
under whom they are appointed to 
miniſter, the great Shepherd and 
Biſhop of our ſouls. If Princes 
engaged in war think every poſfible 
caution: neceſſary in the appoint- 
ment of thoſe perſons who- are to 
conduct their fleets and armies, 
conſidering that under Providence, 
the events of war moſt matenally 
depend upon it, let it never be eſ- 
teemed a matter of indifference, 
what perſons are employed in the 
management of that ſpiritual war- 
fare with the enemies of our ſalva- 


tion, on the ſucceſs or failure whereof 
the 


19 


the eternal happineſs of ſo many 


thouſands depend; for whom the 
Saviour of the world condeſcended 
to be born, to ſuffer and to die. 


ONE of the moſt valuable gifts 
from 60D to man is Time; poured 
drop by drop, like ſome rich and 
precious cordial, into the cup of hu- 
man life. Of the right improvement 
of this bleſſing no one is bound to 
be more careful, than the miniſter 
of the Goſpel. It is thrown away 
and waſted, alas ! by too many, as a 
thing of nought, as if large portions 
of it were entirely at our own com- 
mand, and at our own diſpoſal. 

But 


1 
But the faithful paſtor will think 
no time ſo uſefully employed, as 
that which he dedicates to the ſpi- 
ritual concerns of his flock; endea- 
vouring both by himſelf and others, 
*to make full proof of his miniſtry,” 
in their converſion, inſtruction, and 
religious improvement. Having no- 
thing more at heart than the good 
of thoſe committed to his charge, 
he will be prudent in his choice of 
the fitteſt opportunities, upright in 
his purpoſes and intentions, and 
ſo firm in his reſolution, as not to 


be weakened by fear, or diſcouraged 


by contradiction, or by any motive 


of 


1 


of intereſt whatever induced to 


ſwerve from his duty. 


SUCH is the dignity and import - 
ance of the miniſterial office; ſuch 
is the duty required, and ſuch the 
reward which is promiſed. The 
admonition of the Apoſtle, the chriſ- 
tian miniſter never muſt forget ; 
« Look to the miniſtry which thon 
haſt received from the LORD, that 
thou fulfil at.” As nothing is more 
honourable than a true prophet, ſo 
nothing is more deteſtable than a 


falſe one. As nothing is more highly 


— — 


regarded in the fight of 60D, than 
a faithful miniſter of the Goſpel, fo 
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nothing more abominable than a 
falſe and corrupt teacher. He that 
is truly ſenſible of the dignity of the 
clerical function, will conſtantly en- 
deavour to maintain it : He that is 
aware of its difficulty, will be vigi- 
lant and induſtrious : He that con- 
fiders the danger of miſcarriage, will 
be careful not to depart from the 
ſtrait path of duty, either to the 
right hand or to the left. And he 
that looketh forward to the recom- 
pence of his labour, will not be diſ- 
couraged by any difficulties he may 
meet with. Let him look up to 
Heaven, and he will ſee and know 
Wo it 1s, that hath inveſted him 

with 


I 

with this ſacred office; and hath 
promiſed to be always preſent with 
him, to ſtrengthen and ſupport him. 
Let him look around him, and he 
will ſee that the flock of carist 
is committed to his charge; to be 
fed and ſupported by him with the 
utmoſt diligence, tenderneſs, and 
care. Let him look forward to the 
day of judgment, and he will find, 
that whilſt an eminent reward is 
promiſed to fidelity, a ſentence of 
woe will be pronounced againſt ſuch, 
as have done this work of the LORD 
deceitfully. Let him therefore pre- 
viouſly examine himfelf, whether 
he poſſeſſes that holineſs of heart, 

that 


1 


that competency of learning, that 


fervent charity, that vigour and 
ſtrength of mind, which the cleri- 
cal function requires; and if, upon 
enquiry, he finds himſelf inſufficient 
for the undertaking, let him decline 
it, and betake himſelf to ſome other 
uſeful employment, to which his 
talents are better adapted. If he 
thinks, that, with Gop's bleſſing 
on his endeavours, he can engage in 
it, let him not be diſcouraged; and 
having once entered the liſts, let 
him hearken to the Apoſtle's ex- 
hortation, So run that ye may 
obtain that hereafter he may be | 
able to ſay with the fame Apoſtle, 

= 
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* have finiſhed my courſe; I have 
kept the Faith; henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs.“ In the mean time, ſince 
nothing great or excellent can be 
obtained without labour and diffi- 
culty, let him be animated with the 
delightful anticipation of that bleſſed 
ſentence, © Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy LorD : Thou who, for 
my ſake, haſt been partaker of the 
afſlictions of the Goſpel, be now 
partaker of the bleſſings of the Goſ- 
pel.” Let him conſider, what an 
occaſion of joy and triumph will be 


. afforded him, when he ſhall ſee many 
bleſſed 


1 
bleſſed ſpirits, who ſhall acknowlege 


that they owe their happineſs, under 
60D, to his pious endeavours ; who 
reclaimed them from their errors ; 
who formed their hearts to piety, 
and enflamed them with the love of 
heavenly things. Let him look for- 
ward with joy to that bliſsful hour, 
when he ſhall be admitted to join 
with myriads of Saints and Angels, 
in praiſing 60D, who had made 
him an humble inſtrument of 1n- 


creaſing that heavenly ſociety. 


ONE word more let me add, 
which rather regards the hearer than 


the teacher ; Much of the zeal and 
diligence 


. 
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diligence of the latter wil depend 


on the encouragement which 1s 


TY 
44 
4 
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| : tion of the former. It 1s ſcarcely to 


given to his labours by the atten- 


be expected, that the preacher, how- 
ever patient and well diſpoſed, can 


long continue active and zealous in | 


the diſcharge of his duty, if he 

| J finds his church unfrequented, and a 
= his labours diſregarded ; if he finds ] 
himſelf neither liſtened to with at- { 


tention, nor labouring with effect. 


No, not if he even finds his hearers t. 

I attentive to his precepts, as to“ one lc 
4 b that hath a pleaſant voice, or that n 
| can play well on an inſtrument,” if of 


they only hear his words but do ve 
them 


1 1 
them not: Such a teacher may well 
be diſcouraged; and yet how much 
more, when he finds that they can- 
not endure ſound doctrine: and 
that he is therefore their enemy, be- 
cauſe he tells them the truth; de- 
ſirous to inform the ignorant, to 
open the eyes of the ſpiritually blind, 
and to bring them all to the know- 
lege of 60D and of their duty. If 
an ambaſſador from an earthly court 
is to be received with reſpect, even 
tho' his embaſſy tends rather to lay 
ſome burden, than to impart a be- 
nefit; how ? ſhall not the meſſenger 
of 60D be gladly received, and re- 


verently attended to, when he comes 
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on an errand of love and kindneſs, 


declaring, that it is the will of 60D, 
that all men ſhould be converted, 
and be moſt blefted for ever? It 
we are wont to liften with readineſs 
to thoſe, who have any thing to pro- 
pole for our advantage, who is fo 
worthy of attention as the preacher 
of the Goſpel ? If, being afflicted 
with a dangerous diſeaſe, we ſhould 
gladly attend to a ſkilful phyſician, 
preſcribing a certain remedy for it, 
with how much greater readineſs 
ought we to hearken to the voice 
of him, that comes prepared to in- 
form us, what we muſt do to be 


ſaved: what courſe we muſt purſue, 
that 


[ 8: 1 
that all the diſeaſes of our ſouls 
may be healed ? If the laity could 
be induced to confider the import- 
ance, the difficulty, and the advan- 
tages of the miniſterial office, the 
perſons that have that office would 
certainly engage their reverence and 
reſpe& for their work's fake. They 
would liſten to them with attention, 
and practiſe what they are taught 
with chearfulneſs: They would not 
be eaſily offended with the perſonal 
infirmities of the man, when they 
conſidered the character in which 
he appears before them. They 
would receive his inſtructions with 
readineſs; they would endure his 

G 2 reproof 


13 


reproof with patience; they would 


retain his doctrine with fidelity; 
they would endeavour to amend 
under his care and diſcipline; they 
would grow in grace, and in the 
knowlege and practice of their duty. 
The prayers of the miniſter for his 
people, and of the people for their 
miniſter, would be reciprocal, and 
advantageous to both: Of the mi- 
niſter, that 60D would give to his 
people an hearing ear, and an obe- 
dient heart; of the people, that 
Gc0D would give to their miniſter 
6e the ſpirit of wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and 
might, the ſpirit of knowlege, and 

| of 


1 
of the fear of the LorD.” Thus, 
while both are mutually diſcharging 
their duty to 60D and to each other, 
the preacher, in faithfully diſpenſing 
the talents of his LorD, and the 
people, in readily receiving the trea- 
ſure which he delivers to them ; it 
may reaſonably be expected, that 
the heavenly huſbandman will give 
an abundant increaſe to the labours 
of his faithful ſervant upon earth ; 
and that hereafter both himſelf, and 
they, for whom he hath laboured, 
will rejoice together in heaven with 


eternal joy. 


AMEN. 
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THE Tranſlator being of ofrinion, that 
ſeveral obſervations in the following 
Charge, tho" delivered on a ſſtecial 
occaſion, are by no means irrelative 
10 Clergymen, under different circum- 
ances, has ventured to ſubjoin large 
Extratts from it, firincifaally for the 
feerufal of his younger brethren in the 
miniſtry, and of candidates for the 
haſtoral office : He is well aware, 

that 


( 90 ] 
that he might have ſelected Admo- 
nittens more forcible and impreſſive 
from the works of writers of diſtiu- 


guifhed eminence ; and fiarticularly 
from ſome Addreſſes of a ſimilar kind, 


that are of recent date; but there 
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Was uo one, with whom he could 


r 


fireſume to take that liberty, wit 
= fo little fear of giving offence, as 
1 the Author of this charge, 


* Dearly Beloved in the LoRD, 


ce AM happy in this opportunity 
of congratulating you on the 
noble reſolution which you have 
formed of dedicating your time and 
your 


11 


your abilities, to that Work of Faith, 
and Labour of Love, which I truſt 
will tend to brighten your crown 
at the laſt day, through the merits 
of that Saviour in whom you truſt. 


« I proteſt, Sir, when I behold a 
fellow-labourer in the vineyard of 
EHRIST, renouncing all purſuit of 
honours and emoluments, and chear- 
fully conſenting to bear the burden 
and heat of the day, without the 
proſpect of any adequate compen- 
fation in this world When I view 
him, like another Patriarch, or a 


primitive Apoſtle, leaving his kin- 


red, his connections, and the com- 
forts 
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forts of his native country, to em- 


brace a life of toil, and difficulty, 


and danger—When I reflect on ſuch 


diſintereſtedneſs as this, which has 
ſo evidently in its view, the advance- 
ment of 60D's glory, and the intereſts 
of our true religion I bow before it, 
with an humble acknowlegement of 
my own inferiority. Very far, there- 
fore, from feeling the leaſt conſci- 
ouſneſs of pre- eminence on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, I have no other wiſh, 
than merely to offer you that word 
of exhortation, which I myſelf, in 
your ſituation, ſhould moſt readily 


receive. 


IHE 


tl 


VE 


THE great objects of your 
Miſſion have doubtleſs been fully ſet 


before you, and its nature and ex- 


tent have been maturely confidered : 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that you 
have haſtily, unadviſedly, et quaſi ſier 
ſaltum, aſſumed that high office, with 
which you are now about to be in- 
veited ; we conceive you to be fully 
apprized of the importance of your 
appointment; and we patronize you as 
a zealous profeſſor of the proteſtant 
religion, and as one deſirous to prove 


a faithful promoter of its intereſts. 


« YOU are well aware, Sir, that 
the great deſign of your Miſſion is 
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to remove the clouds of error 
and unbelief from the minds of the 
deluded and the ignorant; to im- 
part the light of divine knowlege to 
ſuch as fit in darkneſs to call them 
from the ſlavery of ſuperſtition, and 
from monſtrous abſurdities, to the 
worſhip of THE TRUE Gop—to 
convince them of that miſerable ſtate 


of blindneſs, in which they are in- 


volved; and invite them to become 


partakers of the Mercy and Love of 
60D, through the redemption, 
which 1s by JESUS CHRIST—tO 
combat the prejudices of idolatry, 
whether in ſuch as are abſolutely 
unenlightened by the Goſpel, or in 

| thoſe 
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thoſe, who, though better informed, 


venture, like the Samaritans of old, 
to mix groſs corruptions with the 
truths of religion and introduce a 
ſpecious form of worſhip, more 
captivating to the unwary and in- 
conſiderate, inſtead of that ſimpli- 
city, which is the predominant fea- 
ture in the proteſtant ſervice to 
put to ſilence the ohjections of 
thoſe, that think unfavourably of 
Chriſtianity, uncharitably of its 
teachers, and unworthily of both: 
And on ſome occaſions, perhaps, to 
contend with perſons, who, calling 
themſelves Chriftians, have no real 
and edifying ſenſe of that religion, 
which 
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which bath JESUS CHRIST for its 
Author ; the divine oracles for its 
teſtimony ; the perfection of our 
nature for its object ; and a glorious 


immortality for its end. 


« IN all conflicts, it 1s fatal to 
our ſucceſs to think meanly of our 
adverſary : Be aſſured, that you will 
frequently meet with no contempti- 
ble enemies to encounter : To their 
artifice you will find it your duty to 
oppoſe the zi/dom of the Serfrent ; to 
their immorality, the /mpilicity of the 
Dove. Theſe qualities will give ener- 
gy to your precepts ; without them, 
all your labours will be ineffectual, 

Their 


( 7 J 


Their monſtrous abſurdities in feli- 


gion, their moſt unreaſonable and 
corrupt mythology, their repreſen- 
tations of the Deity rather offenſive 
and ſhocking than ridiculous, you 
will beſt be enabled to counteract, 
by previous ſtudy on theſe particular 
points : and you will do well to be 
fortified by arguments, drawn from 
the ſources of divine truth, and by 
the precepts of a found philoſophy, 
which is agreeable to the dictates 
of the holy ſcriptures: In oppoſition 
to their ſtrange conceits of antiſcrip- 
tural polytheiſm, you will labour to 
eſtabliſh the doctrine of the One true 
GOD, exiſting in three perſons, of 


H equal 
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equal dignity, majeſty, and glory, 
as revealed to us in the oracles of 
divine truth: avoiding all endea- 
vours to explain that myſterious 
mode of exiſtence, which is an ob- 
ject of humble faith, but not of 
preſumptuous diſquiſition. It will 
be a ſufficient anſwer to the cavils 
of infidelity, to ſay, The Book in 
« which this doctrine is contained, 
« we know to be the Word of 60D ; 
e diftated by a divine infallible 
Spirit, and bearing every mark, 
* internal and external, of unqueſ- 
« tionable authenticity: On the 
* authority of this book we our- 
K {elves believe the doctrine ; and 


cc On 


11 


© on that authority we propoſe it 


4 


* to others, as a great and funda- 


© mental article of faith.“ 


IN order to their more willing 
reception of the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of our Religion, you will en- 


deavour to convince your hearers, 


that the ſubjects on which you with 
to be heard, are above all others 


that can be conceived, intereſting 
and important ; that they are fuch 
as involve in them not only their 
preſent happineſs, but alfo that of 
their future exiſtence ; not in ſome 
other corruptible Body, as the vain 
doctrine of tranſmigration, to which 
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they are inclined, ſuppoſes ; but in 
that heavenly, glorious, and immortal 
ſtate, in which they will he per- 
mitted to dwell for ever in the 
preſence of 60D, in the enjoyment 
of thoſe moſt pure and ſpiritual 
delights, which are the portion of 


his Saints for evermore. 


« 'TO theſe joys you will earneſtly 
invite them, not omitting to incul- 
cate the neceſfity of that Holineſs 
of Lite, without which, they muſt 
never hope to obtain them. But 
the foundation of this holineſs muſt 
be laid in a deep ſenſe of their un- 


worthineſs, and an humble acknow- 


legement 


a 


legement of their deviations from 


the paths of innocence: Having 
traced the corruption of our nature 
to its ſource, and ſhewn, that, 55 
the diſobedience of one, many were made 
innere, you will ſet before them the 
highth and depth of the mercy and 
love of Riu, by whoſe obedience 
unto death many were made righteous. 
This will lead you gradually to un- 
fold that my/ery of Godlineſs, which 
excites the admiration even of the 
Angels themſelves, 60D manife/t in 
the fleſh ; the Almighty Saviour of 
the world, appearing to put away 
fin by the facriftee of hinfſelf. 


Laſtly; you will explain to them the 
N doctrine 
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doctrine of Grace; ſhew them the 
nature of that divine co-operation 


of the Spirit of 60D, whereby He 


— * — 
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worketh in us and with us to do that 
which 1s acceptable in his ſight : 
Whereby our weakneſs is ſtrength 
ened, our corruptions are purified, 
and we are rendered capable of 
1 admiſſion into the preſence of the 


GREAT GOD, 


IIS, Sir, I conceive to be an 
outline, too imperfectly drawn, of 
the nature and extent of your duty: 
It may ſerve perhaps for your con- 


fideration for the preſent ; but it 


remains to be filled up and perfected, 
by 


1 
by your own labour and application, 


on your arrival at the place of your 


deſtination. 


&« IN your preparatory ſtudies of 
the Holy Scriptures, permit me to 
direct your particular attention to 


ſuch parts of them, as are more im- 


mediately applicable to the circum- 


ſtances of your ſituation : Liſten 
more eſpecially to the charge deli- 
vered by our bleſſed LORD to His 
diſciples, when ſent forth to preach 
his Goſpel to a people determined 
to reject it, and oppole its progreſs. 
In the hiſtory of the firſt preachers, 


as written by St. Luke, in the Acts 
of 


** 
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of the Apoſtles, you will, with 
aſtoniſument, behold a demonſtra- 
tion of the power and efficacy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, not only obſervable in 
his firſt miraculous deſcent, when 
the gift of divers languages was 1m- 
parted to the Apoſtles, but even ir 
the more ordinary, vet powerful 
operations of the ſame Spirit after- 
wards: whereby they were enabled 
to diſcharge themſelves of their 
commiſſion with inconceivable rapi- 
dity and ſucceſs: Supported by this 
Spirit from above, you will find 
them firm and undiſmayed ; though 
the powers of the world, the preju- 
dices of the great, and the paſſions 


and 


i I 


and preſent intereſts of all were 
united againſt them: I need not, Sir, 
call to your recollection not fewer 


than three thouſand perſons convert- 


ed by one diſcourſe; and although 


you will not thence be led to expect 
any ſuch miraculous effects from 
your preaching, yet may you derive 
great confidence from the conviction 
which this inſtance may afford you, 
that 60D by his Spirit is, according 
to his gracious promiſe, preſent with 
his faithful ſervants, in every coun- 
try, at every period, and in every 
ſituation, according as the neceſſities 
of his church ſhall require. In 


that hiſtory, you find the adverſaries 


to 
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to the truth conſpiring to ſlay the 


firſt teachers of it, and in ſome in- 
ſtances but too ſucceſsful ; and you 
will with thankfulneſs reflect, that 
your lot is fallen in fairer ground, 
and that no ſuch trials and afflictions 
abide you; yet under ſuch oppoſi- 
tion as you may reaſonably expect 
to meet with, and from which we 
dare not promiſe you an abſolute 
exemption, you will learn, with 
theſe diſtinguiſhed preachers of the 
Goſpel, to rejoice, if you (hall be ac- 
counted worthy to fuffer lame or per- 
ſecution for the name, and the reli- 


gion of your bleſſed maſter. 
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* THE two prevailing ingredients 


in the character which you are about 
to ſuſtain, are—a lively FA1TH, and 
a fervent LOVE towards 60D and 
man : Without the former your ex- 
ertions would want that refolution 
and firmneſs, which are neceſſary 
to their fucceſs : He that wawvereth, 
is toſſed to and fro like the waves of 
the ſea, and is forbidden, as you well 
know, to expect a blefſing from 
above: And without the latter, 
your ſervices will be cold with reſpect 
to GOD, and lifeleſs with reſpect to 
your neighbour.— Here, Sir, I would 
beg leave to mention, that if your 


love for the ſouls of men have its 
proper 


E 
proper effect upon your mind, you 


will not decline even the loweſt ſer- 
vices of a chriſtian miniſter, in order 
to promote their everlaſting welfare: 
You will not think it an employ- 
ment beneath your ſituation or cha- 
racer, if you ſhould be called upon 
to contribute your aſſiſtance, in 
bringing up young children 7 7he 
nurture and admenition of the LORD : 
You will remember, wo it was, 
that invited little children to come 
unto HIM, and rebuked thoſe diſci- 
ples, that would have kept them 
from Him: You will feel a real fatis- 
faction in your attention to the riſing 


generation, and in being inſtrumen- 


tal 


[ 109 ] | 
tal in inculcating principles of truth j 
and righteouſneſs, which may be 
tranſmitted to poſterity, to their 
great comfort in this life, and their 
everlaſting benefit in the next. | 
| 


« PERMIT me now, Sir, to add 
a few words reſpecting your own \ 
particular conduct: And let me 
venture to preſcribe to you the ut- | 
moſt care, circumſpection, and ſelf- ll 
government: A city which is ſet on | 
an hill cannot be hid: A miniſter of 1 
the goſpel of HRIST, is an object, 
towards which the eyes of all men 
are directed: His light muſt ſo 
ſhine before men, as to induce them 


to 


a 


to glorify our Father which is in 
heaven: We truſt that it will be 
your defire to live according to the 
rules of ſtricteſt purity and tem- 
perance, unallayed by any degree of 
moroſeneſs or ſeverity: You will 
act wiſely in ſhewing that you are a 
Profeſſor and a Teacher of that 
amiable as well as pure religion, 
which 1s the offspring of heaven; 
ſent by the Author of every good 
and perfect gift, to enlighten the 
underſtanding, to ſanctiſy the will, 


and to regulate the affections of all, 


on whom its precepts have their 
proper effect: So that if any, who 


call themſelves Chriſtians, are un- 
holy, 


L © 


boly, intemperate, and vicious in 


their lives, they demonſtrate that 
they are Chriſtians only in name, 
not in deed and in truth: Nay, 
they are more than ordinarily 
guilty in the fight of 60D; inaſmuch 
as they cauſe the enemies of the 
pureſt religion upon earth to blaſ- 
pheme that holy name in which 
they were baptized, and by which 
they are called. You will never, 
we truſt, be tempted to ſeek the 
favour of the rich by flattery, or 
the approbation of, the licentious by 
imitating their manners: You will 
never be withdrawn from an im- 
mediate attention to the ffiritual 

duties 
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duties of your Miſſion, by any en- 
gagement in worldly projects for 
lucrè s fake: You will never proſ- 
titute your faculties, or the dignity 
of your character, to give confidence 
to vice, or a varniſh to profaneneſs. 
We truft, that you have too long 
cheriſhed in your mind an habitual 
reverence for the majeſty of heaven; 
too long been intent on improving 
your talents for the intereſts of 
truth; and are too firm and re- 
ſolute in your determination to im- 
preſs the duties of our religion on 


the minds of your hearers, to allow 


us one moment's apprehenſion on 
this ſubject. Be aſſured that you 


Can 
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dan by no other means ſo effectually 


vanquiſh the power and policy of 


the enemies to the truth, as by con- 
vincing them, by your example, 
that it is the CHRISTIAN faith 
alone, which can render the life of a 
rational creature pure, his converſa- 


tion holy, his manners irre proachable. 


* AND now, Sir, it is more than 
time that we ſhould bid you farewell; 
and * wiſh you good luck in the 
name of the LorD :” Be aſſured, 
that you will be attended with our 
conſtant prayers to 60D, the foun- 
tain of wiſdom and mercy, that He 
may be pleaſed to direct you in 
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all your ways, and proſper you in 


every part of your undertaking, 
From your character, your conver- 
ſation, and the accounts we have 
received of your general habits of 
Life, we are encouraged to form 
the moſt ſanguine hopes of your 
ſucceſs : We ſend you forth, as we 
humbly truſt, 


—CHRISTO Duck ET Aussie CHRISTO? 


\ 


And ſhall be moſt anxious to hear, 


that, thro' the bleſſing of 60D, you 


have been enabled to ſhew to them 


that are in error, the light of divine 
truth; and have prevailed with many 
to walk in the way of righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation: We ſhall be ſolicitous 


to 


$0 
to hear, by the teſtimony of thoſe 


on whoſe repfeſentations we can 
with ſafety rely, that you are giving 
weight and authority to your own 


inſtructions, by exhibiting in your 


conduct an example of whatſoever 


things are pure and honeſt, amiable 
and of good report : Such a con- 
duct, as the adverſaries of our re- 
ligion may be conſtrained to approve 
and admire; and ſuch as may afford 
a full anſwer to their groundleſs 
objections to the chriſtian ſyſtem, 
falſely drawn from the immoral lives 
of thoſe, who ſtand forth as its 
friends and advocates: Such a con- 
duct, in ſhort, as will compel them 
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to acknowlege, that GopD 7s with 
you of a truth ; and* that they have 
no evil if > to ſay, either of you, or 
your religion. Laſtly, our earneſt 
hope is, that, being juſtified by faith 
in the ſight of Go, and, by your 
prudent and virtuous demeanour, 
accepted of men, you will be con- 
ſidered as 4 burning and a ſhining 
light ; warming the affections of the 
indifferent,' and illuminating the 
underſtanding of the ignorant : 
And that, having long been inſtru- 
mental in turning the hearts of the 
diſobedient 40 the wiſdom of the juſt, — 
when your courſe is finiſhed, greatly 
to your own credit, greatly to the 
honour 


WM.» 


honour of religion, and greatly to the 
ſatisfaction of all that are intereſted, 
as we are, in the promotion of 
chriſtian knowlege, you will expe- 
rience the full accompliſhment of 
that gracious promiſe—When they 
that are wiſe, iu the margin, that are 
teachers] all ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteonſneſs, as the Stars for 


ever and ever.” 
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